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On us to-day is thrown the responsibility of building
up this greater India, and for that purpose our immediate
duty is to justify our meeting with the Englishman. It
shall not be permitted to us to say that we would rather
remain aloof, inactive, irresponsive, unwilling to give and
to take, and thus to make poorer the India that is to be.
So the greatest men of modern India have all made
it their life's work to bring about a rapprochement with
the West. The chief example is Rammohan Roy. He
stood alone in his day for the union of India with the
world on the broad base of humanity. No blind belief,
no ancestral habit was allowed to obscure his vision.
With a wonderful breadth of heart and intellect he
accepted the West without betraying the East. He, alone,
laid the foundation of new Bengal.
Rammohan Roy cheerfully put up with persecution
in order to extend the field of our knowledge and work,
right across from East to West, to gain for us the eternal
rights of man in the pursuit of Truth, to enable us to
realise that we too had inherited the earth. It was he
who first felt and declared that for us Buddha, Chrijjb
and Mohammed have spent their lives; that for each ofl!^
of us has been stored up the fruits of the discipline of
our Rishis; that in whatsoever part of the world who*
soever has removed obstacles in the path of wisdom or,
breaking the bondage of dead matter, has given freedom
to man's true shakti, he is our very own, and through
him is each one of us glorified.
Rammohan Roy did not assist India to repair her
barriers, or to keep cowering behind them,—he led her
out into the freedom of Space and Time, and built for
her a bridge between the East and the West. That is why

